
COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN

MU Circle of Sisterhood to build school
in Nicaragua
By Veronica DeStefano
March 5, 2014 | 9:37 p.m. CST

Nine of the 12 students who will travel to Nicaragua this summer to build a school in the rural community are
shown in the composite image. The MU Panhellenic Association gave the MU Circle of Sisterhood $20,000 toward
the $55,000 needed to build the school.   ¦  

MU Circle of Sisterhood to build school in Nicaragua http://www.columbiamissourian.com/a/172021/mu-circle-of-sis...

1 of 3 3/10/14, 1:31 PM



Nicaragua Trek 2014
participants

Abigail Flores, Sigma Sigma Sigma,
of Chesterfield, is a junior majoring in
biological sciences.

Kelli Farlow, Sigma Kappa, of
Lansing, Ill., is a freshman majoring
in social work.

Jacqueline Pabis, Alpha Delta Pi, of
Downers Grove, Ill., is a sophomore
majoring in psychology.

Bridget Upton, Alpha Chi Omega, of
Saint Peters, is a junior majoring in
biological sciences.

Abigail Smith, Alpha Delta Pi, of
Bartlett, Ill., is a sophomore majoring
in family sciences.

Morgan Domijan, Pi Beta Phi, of
Dallas, is a junior majoring in
elementary education.

Madeleine Ptacin, Sigma Kappa, of
Arlington Heights, Ill., is a sophomore
majoring in journalism.

Sara Driscoll, Sigma Kappa, of
Chicago, is a junior majoring in
strategic communication.

Jordan Warren, Sigma Kappa, of
Durango, Colo., is a junior majoring
in accounting.

Sarah Trigg, Kappa Delta, of
Wildwood, is a junior majoring in
health sciences.

Kelly Richardson, Alpha Chi Omega,

COLUMBIA — A dozen women from MU will build a school in Nicaragua this summer to
ensure that more girls are educated in the rural community.

The women belong to Circle of Sisterhood, a collaborative Greek philanthropy that fosters
access to quality schooling. All of them belong to campus sororities affiliated with the MU
Panhellenic Association. They will spend a week on the project.

MU Panhellenic gave the Circle of Sisterhood $20,000
toward the $55,000 needed to build the school.

In addition, each woman going to Nicaragua will have $875
from Panhellenic to spend on building supplies, food and
living costs. Women will be paired up to live with host
families.

They represent six Greek chapters on campus. Applications
could be submitted from any women who belong to a
sorority. Eighteen applied for the 12 spots, said Jamie Beard,
vice president of public relations for the MU Panhellenic
Association.

The Circle of Sisterhood raised money for other expenses
through a crowdsourcing site called CrowdRise and a 5K
held in September.

The Circle of Sisterhood Foundation is a national group of
sorority women who help uplift women around the world
from poverty and oppression, especially in education,
according to its website.

The school in Nicaragua must have 50 percent female
enrollment. In the last three years, the national organization
has served other women and girls in 16 countries on four
continents, most recently in Senegal, West Africa.

Nicaragua will be the first trip for the MU Circle of
Sisterhood, Beard said. The Panhellenic Association adopted
Circle of Sisterhood as its councilwide philanthropy in
March 2013.
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of Columbia, is a freshman majoring
in chemistry.

Paige Tenkhoff, Pi Beta Phi, of
Franklin, Tenn., is a senior majoring
in journalism.
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